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And by theconſent of ſomeof the moſt R 


Feries here and hereafter, © 


' you may read and read 
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Bo: Captain Covir% 
4 That whic? 1s born of the fleſh, is fleſh, |. 
NF 


That which is born of the ſpirit, is ſpirie'$* one man 


- 1 vtwhile they are together here, they are both pleaded for; nor 
Ein fine words, bur in plainnefs of the Spiric. 


He that doth hurt to auther, and miſchief foment, | _ 
He is captivated by the evil, which breeds in him Torment, 
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The Epiſtle. 


SEADER, while thou ſeeft with thy eyes 
| which i in thy bead, and it enters not inta 
P1 thy heart, and undertanding, ye and likeing, 
D& thou hindering thy conſent , and love to the 
Truth; this plain way will do thee no good at. 
all (itwill go thee hurt) therefore take heed 
S=| how thou reateſt ; but if thou wilt read and 
IR after creſts and ſcorn, and play the wanton x 
| yet know, that inthee it shall accomplish the thing whereunto it ; 
| # ſent?) Gods Standard i ſet up in thee; and will bear me wits vy 
eſs (againſt) (even) thou that Reads if theu loves iniquity at thy. 
- heart, the Government of the world is a shaddow, the ſubſtance 
| 4 #n thee, thou muit keep Count in thy little world : thou need 
| not go farreto know all things, to know thy ſelf what fate thog 
. "artin, the Glaſs is inthee that will sbew thee all thy ſpots, yew. 
and thy beauty, thy comlineſs, bow lovely , when thox art in 
Right Order, tm Gods Order ; take heed of the world's Orders ; 
if thou ſasbion thy felf after her order, thou wilt deform thy 1= 
wage, become a fool to the wiſe , worldly things are great foolish 
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Þ IELD, tothe Parliamene- | 
05 Os and the whole Naz .., | 
Mm ag tion being ſorely oppreſſed. ef els Y F 
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= Kit maker bold, bebolding our miſale y, 

2 and oppreſiions, is ; neceſli tated, and bythe 

BR conſent of the moſt Rationaliſt, do de- + 

> Clare the proceedings in the' Pariſh for _ 

. fi ; our Relief and ſettlement of the peor, ha* + 

| % _ ouririend W, Ce to plead our 
" cauſe. 


83 <tg.” ma {yk Letter carried by him tothe chief een: and oj 


Toy 2 Ari, which followes iti theſe Words 
Friends: rghboursy 1 am achamed to ſee the Bfardersin the 


Parish, and Tear the cryes'of the poor, which are oppreſſed, and - 
| , & not regarded by reaſon of ſo. milthOfyetouſueſs and ſelf- ends in 
BY - ever) beat; therefore Weaiſire” yell 
= 70 confi ider of theſe ſix queries: * 
£ | 1. whether it is not good to put the poor of this Parish into ſuch 
4 Condition which will eure them of their Poverties, Ignorance and * 
1dfeneſs, or n0? | 
24 Whether we may not find out ſuch a way to help them, and 
. flop the encreaſl vg of the poor, wih an advantage ta ang Parish, 
eq'or non 
. Whether you will adunt of ſuch debates as thall FR offered to 
yas, or no? 
4: Whether awe all deſerve not Rebuke and chame, or_n0? 
W538 FRO 1000 will cauſe a meeting in the FOG, fo conſl der ws | 
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will; in all meekneſs and: love : E 
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To debate and communicate "to-1he. whole Parish, 


Fy 
riouſly of it, and: retdry- Jour, Anſwers , Jes 0: #o?_ 
+1. Ge 'v bether it & nor better, ſeeing the Town # tivided, the y 
preſſed againſt the Oppreſſours,"10maks choxce of ſome on-bath ſides, 
"ons ſo to Jettle 
the ſame in a "good? conditions yea-or no? 7 

After this; WC,” went and'met with ſome of the Pariſh 
and the Officers attwo ſeveral times, to'underſtand them 


” in much love, andalſo went about to the Rich and poor to 
. inform them: and finding ſome Rich men and ſome poor 
men willingto ſo good a work,” Which w. C.. declared'to 


them, and finding the queries to be negleRed, and ſmo- 
theted up, itWas declared in theſe words following z- and 


'Y P nailed on poſts eaghtany in the Parjfh, i in fi ve places. 
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"if Deeleration of the Poor oppreſſed] in 'EN F I E L D, to the 


C 26" Pariah of EN FIELD. 


+4 3. | 

'O D S oy in nature-is:common; Ri ohts notſo 
much from mens Reaſon , but from Riahr layy. of 
God given in-nature, and made manifeſt to fight) Man by 


his reaſon being | {o-corrupted, doth not-lookſo mnch upon 
*Reaſonasitisin itſelf right or wrong , but whether it 


makes for them or againſt them, 

Otthe depth of the Wiſdom of God, that by Babes he 
hath ſet forth his ſtrength) as for example,one gives an apple 
to Two children, the one ſaith tothe other, . do. you divide 
it, and I will chuſe', bebold common right. ECep : 

Thetefore, as Councellsareto debate and communicate, 
then the. power of the people agreeing. thereunto makes a 
law, take it tor grantedthat the law 1s agreeable to God, na- 
ture; and the Nation Law:) which law is good for all man= 


© kind accordingly, branching forch from Gods and Natures 
+. Jawes, whichare diving Lawes ; the beſt lawes made by men 
s-but humane lawes, andoften. changed and corrupted, by: 
their corrupted reaſon; now Englends law is. but orie law, 
Which is this, the good of every man, or it isthe preſerva=, 
tion of eyery man in good is.che law ol the land; this Tree. 
Our 
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'(3) 
our Forefxthers planted, this Jaws rooted in Gods and nx 
riifes law, which are divine, indeed man hath planted his 
own reafon, as a tree by this tree, and mans ha _ is de- 
ſtroyed by the powers of the world, ſayingin their cortupr 
hearts, I will be Rich, I wilt be King, 1: will-be honovreq 
although I trample upon whole Nations,killing and ſlaying 
21, to bave my will, andlawes obeyed, the Hiſtories of 
the world makes itappear to9-plain. But to Return, There- 
fore, having offered todebate with the Inhabitants of £4. 
fiel4 about-1500 acresof land, a Common left to the Pariſh 
part of Fnſield Chaſe about ordering thereof for relieving 
the poory- but being refuſed, ſcorned aad reproached by ſuch 


who are- ignorant and impious, having too much of ſelt- 


ends in them, being guided by their corrupt reaſon, 

Therefore we do declare , that it is lawfull for all the. 

poor oppreſſed in Enfield, which pales hard Rents, and wants 
work, to divide our ſelves with our Families into two patts, 
and plant our ſelyes upon the 1500 acres after this manner. 
' Eirft, Todividethe x500 acres into two parts, and im- 
proveit for our neceſſary livelihood, and to build twolittle 
Villages thereon, for a Common-wealth is a Society of 
men in uſefull callings in order. 

That the firſt part being 750 acres, be divided after this 
manner, 150acres into a Cow-paſture,prelerving the buſhes 
for ſhelter and other occaſions, 150 acres ofthe beſt tomow, 
for Winter-provifion|for Cattel, the 450 acres to be divided 
Into three plow fields, two to be ſownevery year, the third - 
tolye fallow.) The ſecond part to be ordered after the 
ſame manner with Shepheards, Heardſmen, Hoggards and 
Field- keepers, and all tocome to a ſtints there will be no 
law broken; neither that which is common Jaw (ſo called) or 
Statute-law, common Right, otherwayes called Common» 
Law which is prefident & cuſtome, unleſs they beunreaſon- 
able, fora cuſtome without-a law is as a Cave without a 
bottome, the peoples lives ought to be preſerved before a 
Rotten cuſtome, or any wicked law of mens making, and 
oftentimes 1s againſt Gods natures and the Nation-law , 
-Which law of God, nature and the Nation, although uy: 

wy Pl | hg eV 


E EO 7 e bot ns 
ded by corrupt reaſon, it once: attained, and-put-in_pras- 
Rice, 182 full lettlement for ally and uato all, therefore the 
works for all Councels fhortand eafy. 

_ Therefore, we the poor labourers of Enfield which are 
oppreiled and wants work, are Reſolved to repair to each- 
part with Bills, Mataches and Axes to dreſs thefamezas time 

_- will give us leave, & dwell upon itin ſuch order as the well 
affected inthe Pariſh willadviſe'us, hoping that ſuch who 

- are out enemies will be convinced of. their errour intime, - 
| and that by fight, and that ſuch as are our friends will affiſt 
ft us, and buy our Roots and Buthes, and we ſhall earne our 

living hardly at the firſt ) but jt will appear intime, that 
there will not bea beggarin Enfield , no none that ſhall 
need complaine , nor any mans eſtate taxed to main= 
tain the poor ; 12 Almes , and two work- houſes there 
may be ſct up, wherein may be ſet two work-houſes having. 
ManutaQures inthem to breed up young children in, with- 
out giving ſummes of monies and enſlaving them for ſeven 
yeares;z. We paying 2s. the acre to build the Almes- houſes 
and work-houles, and it will be 1501.ayear to maintain. 
them , the aged andyoungchildren, ordered by Truſtees 
s which we ſhall appoint, and the-children will be well edu- 
cated, much more. priviledges will appear in time , and 

a we cured of our bondages, and povetties, Rage not at us, 

# ' forallobjeRtions ſhall be Aniwered, Y \ 

| | Signed by w. C3 who pleads. 

| 647 cauſe. : 
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Our General Complaints, and the Cauſes thereof. 
N H Sonnes of God: and. men, who have power to do” 
\FZ good it you pleaſe, lnok upon the miſerable eſtate of 
FF. your poor Bretheren, whole fleſh is as your fleſh, and whoſe | 
FF - children arelike your children , who ſuffers in our body, 
= _ and is ſenſfibleof the ſufferings of our Bretheren in all pla- 
== ces inthe Nation, for want of food, rayment, habitations, &c+ 
FT © Git we find relicf at the doors of.the Rich , wh have | 
= | cornes 
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©  y Feornerand LN nd oe vaghyh bidding'us Work"; when' 
there is no work forus,”and if we beput to work, tis when” 
we haye ſtrength andskill, andAltis'1oolittlero pleaſe thoſe” 
we workfor, we waltthe ſtrengthof our bodies and the |. 
marrow of ourbones, andall to ns purpoſe , our ſtrength | 
and 5kill being undervalued” and ſold for nothing; for mo=. _ 
ney hath nor an intrinſecal vertue in it, but ſerves the Richto - 
 enſlave the poor withall, and if we be aged or fick, then we 
- arefed with bitts worſe then the-rich mens doggs; Oh 
what priſons, chiines, whippes and Galloweſles is prepa- 
red for us ! Oh miſerable creatures that weare, to whom 
thall we complain ? Is there none that will plead our cauſe _ 
againſt the wicked oppreſſors, we now appeal toall-which _Þ. 
are of publick ſpirit and upright in heart, like Moſes, Iochuah 
and Nehemiah, &c. ' That they will help to redeem our bo» |: 
dies; Oh Parliaments and Armies, will you ſtand by us, as  . | 
we haye done, 'and will do by you, to help you, to breakin | | 
4 pieces the Rotten Cuſtomes and Oppreſiions : we ſay, we -— | 
EE will ſtand by you in all juſt wayes, to help you to breakin. ' Þ 
I pieces the Iron-yokes and wickedneſs brought in through "= 
coyetouſneſs and pride, *and by the hands of Tyrants : con= ©} 
ſider we pray you our liyes is better then Raymenr, deſtroy ® / Þ 
us not, for: we are many poor helpleſs creatures oyer-ma- : a 
Rered by the-Tyrants of former Ages, by corrupt cuſtomes 
and wicked praQtiſes, they before » and too many in this. 
age being guilty of that abominable ſinne , the love of mo- 
ney is the Root of allevil (it we have none of that) we 
have no Food, no Rayment, no Habitations, nor any earth 
to raiſe it on : The LandIOrds every half-year or quarter .-Þ 
calls for their Rent, that now weare notable to pay Rent ' Þ 
any longer weareſopoor, we have paid tothe Landlords , 
Z and ſome before us for about 4oo yeares In Rents for the: $5; 
F benefit of the Commons abovex5000 1. more then the 1560 + | 
acres will give, if it were tobe ſold, and theſe Common, © 
hath made us poorer, for the Rich mens. Cattel alwayeg 
eatsit up; ſaying the Commons belongs to their Houſes 
and Lands, which we find true by our dear Rents, and op.' = # 
preffiof Landlords, Then the many bale TentneogbEg by +" 
4 =—_ « | = | org . 
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'F Lords of Mantiers; behold theit claimes, wills 4nd powers, 

Js burabadgeof Tyrannie, ſo we remain in bondages, miſe. 
Y xyand ſlayery, waiting for the Redemption of our. bodies 
 andeſtates whichis in thraldomez@&c. . 
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F _. Neceſlity having no law, weare not able to make brick 
” Without ſtraw, we cannot pay Rentany longer : therefore 
We;out wiyes and children, muſt Iye ſtarying and pining in 
. © | theftreets, and many alas for us we ſhall have, but words 
© Will not f11 our belly nor cloath our backs ; the God of 


FF. our ft mia and the God of you and us hath.created 
©. enough for usind you ; the crummes will help us:and not 


© © burtyou, unleſs it hinder your covetous: and Achan-like ſpi= 
|." it, even the waſt ground the Nimrods hynts upon. © _ 
©  Therefore,-we the poor labourers with our Families are 
"© . hecellicated ſpeedily to plant our ſelves upon the 1500 acres, 
| called the poors land in Eyfield, we promiſing to be Indu- 
'Þ. ftrions and full. of loye unto all, hoping we ſhall find the 

F lame love from others” | 

T . . Deſiring that the Landlords that owes thoſe Houſes we 
2 ” have, may if they take in ſtrangers to dwellin their Houſes, 

| thatthey will ſecure the Pariſh from charge z a Pariſh is a 
| _ Family, ſo is the whole Nation. | 
Wedeſireto be Tith-free (not onely for ſeyen yeares, but 
'F- forever) for Gods bleſſings and the poores labours makes 
+ plenty, and that by breeding and planting, which muſt re- 
4 ſtore us, which began when the Heavens and the Earth be= 
F gan, many great and good men thought it no ſcorn to keep- 
FF Sheep and feed Cattel , although now they thinkir their, 
'F _ ſhame. —_ SO TED 
'Þ _ 6. Therefore hath men found out with their imaginations 
| ſuch ftore of inventions, to make out cheir reaſons 5 fine 
£ things and fine lawes to fence and wall thera. 1, neglecting © 
0: thatgood old and honeſt Calling, which 4braham and Lot 
Ef > followed. oc. | NOX | 
©, Obj. The Rich men our Bretheren ſaith, the Common belongs ts 
> their Houſes and Lands, and to us by vettne of being their Tets; 

ants and flayes.. | 

>. anſw, Weſay, That Y Hogs Nature and the Nation-lawWs * 
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We have Right to that we have need of, eſpecially to the 
.common waſt Land, though you haye lawes which was 
. made by men, which-you claim the Lands by, even the 
evidences inrold, our Right is from-our God and.your God} 
who is the Right owner of it, you, and us, as itappears this 
ay, letus poor ask you rich this Queſtion*: What Right 
| -Haveyou to that you have no need of ? have you enough. 
-and more then. you can ſpend upon your luſts? We have 
.nothing, not a-placewhereon to lay our heads, we are glad 
the powers of theearth- hath left ir fot us, yve hope they 
(Will ſee.us enjoy it in peace. qi 

2. 'Weſay, the Maker gave it freely without our price, 


-and. pofſefion is the beſt Title ( and the firſt) but” after you . 


:get poſſeſſion, youget lawes made to enjoy it to you and- 
Fours, often citing of that Law, God gave to Moſes, Which 
-{ſhallſpeak of in another place. I, rp 
- 3+ We ſay, wedeſire no other Title but poſſeſſion for 
«our iyes and for our children-in the Pariſh, we: cannot by 
-ghat law neitherſellic nor give itaway , as you do youts 
:therefore our Tenure will exceed yours, for we'ſhall be 
more noble for the next Generation, then you have been for 
:us, for when our Families are at an end, the next pooreſt. 
Family jn the Pariſh ſhall take our.place, and that ſhall be 
:prdered by our Truſtees. | 
Obj. -But -you baye Tumulted and done hart, how do you ex« 

rped favour from Parliament or Army ? 

- Anſw. Wewere mifled, the Rich men encouraged us, but 
mow weſce that they all intended for themſelves, and'to_ 
Keep us in ſlavery ſtill, 

2. Weare ſorry we ſhould hurt our friends, if we once 
know them-we will not we fall not venture our lives no 
more ſo weakly, She 
_ Oby. But when you can ſet your ſelyes to worky you-will not 
work for u?.. 


Hnſw. Let the (Lord) that createdus both , be judge be- 


OY 


%- %. —_— 


twixt you and us this day; would you enſlaye us ftill? Oh | 


wickedneſſe againſt the Law of God made out in nature y 3h £ 
its thisto do 35you yould be done unto 3 Wy 
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2. Weſay, we will work for you, when you have work 
for us, and we hope it will not hurt you, that we ſet our 
{elves on work, when you have none for us. "x | 
3- Tou or ſome of youri kindred which now:-are ricky - 
may come to be poori, and may enjoy the fruits of our 
Jabours, for we ſhall make proviſion that there be no poor 
in the Pariſh,provided that you make no poor by oppreſling.] 
:4. Weſay, when great men fall out about wealth , ho- 
>  nour, and who ſhall be uppermoſt, then the poor mens. 
” blond muſtbeſhed to end the quarrels, where one rich man. 
hath loſt his life in the late Warres, twenty poor mens lives. 
_ hath beenloſt for it ; beſides the hardſbip, the poor private. 
Souldier ſuffers more then the zich Officers. 4x 
Obj. But you at-againſt the Lawes and CuStomes of the - 


' ., Land? 


> Etheykeepit, And when 4braham.went towards Sodom, 


Anſw. Weſay, that law ought not to be which is not- 
according to Gods Lawes : your lawes makes you-Rich and : 
- fat, bur keepes us poor and ftarves us to death; and you y 
or your forefathers made them lawgs, by .their or your - 
-own corrupted Reaſons, there being too much ofeltf-ends; . 
_ griping and oppreſling, which is the cauſe of ſo many poor | 
this day in the Land, which now God will Judge you for. 
- * It, ashe judged King Pharaoh andthe Hoſt of the Fgyptians 
' Inthe Red-ſea; you rich and mighty men 5 you are but 
\. Srewards and mult give an account to the owner, you need - 
not ſtrive and ſtruggle ſo much, you have not ſo long time - 
as.you think ; it is not Kings, Cities, Parliaments, nor Armies - 
that can hide you from your Mzſters eye, you have refuſed : 
the Waters ofShiloeh which runs foftly,and rejoyces in Rezin-- 
a King, Remalial's ſon ; after the Flood of iniquity had drow= 
ned the people, then the people made wicked lawes , and : 
bought and ſold the earth by thoſe Jawes, and did it with - 
. _ out the owners conſent, Read that good Reformer Neh. 5« 
 Tudges 5. 154.16. verſes," Neither. bought 1 any land becauſe of the 
fear of the Lord.. And herebuked the Princes, the Rulers and 
the judges, and he made the Uſurers reſtore their uſury and 
lands, and he bound the Prieſts by an Oath, and ic was well : 


p. 
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. the King of Sodom went to meethimy' and ſaid to Abraham; 
 "ojiveme all the perſons, and take thee all the goods. Pray remem- 
'ber Abrahams Anſwer , 1 aye lift up my hand to the mot 
'bigh Lord God the poſeſſour of Heaven ” earth , Þ Till net 
' Fake from a Thred to 4 Shoo- latchet from. thee, leaſt it_should he 
ſaid, thou haſt made Abraham rich, | bus let the people bave a 
little food, and let them have their portions, © 

Indeed, thit which is called Common- Law.,is Preſident 
and Cuſtame, and molt of it 1s fooliſh and ridiculous, and 
ſo areall Statute-lawes which are.made accordingto mens 
Corrupt Reaſons (which 1s not according to that, which is 
'Common-right ; Many Families holds great eſtates by 


baſe Tentires and Cuſtomes,and if it be Fands holden quietly. 


4o yeares, then the Statute-lawy ſaith it is his for ever, ſo 


that continuance in oppreſſion, is the worlds Title. 4brahams- 
and Tots herdſmen tell out, and they ſeparated, and planted it 
on lands not inhabned, Abraham dwelt in- the land of - © 


Canaan, and Lot choſe him all the Plaines of 10rdan , Gen. 
I Jo ITz 12. * : by i , ; "BE 47 
Obj. Tow ſ«y Abrabam took it from the Cananites and 


others. 


_—— 


rants, and therefore the Lord gaveit away, &c. 


* 


Without buying, Great men are Hugſters, and keep more 
then they need, as Cities are of the Commodities which 
ariſe from theearth, Abraham was a man, artd he made a 
' Jaw of Divorce, Eliud ftobs King Zglon;. and Felton Robs 
the Duke of Buckingham, all this was becauſe of the hard» 
neſſe of mans hearts: that made it ſo. 
which hath confeſt, that all the finnes he hath done and 
commitred hath not been ſo heayy on his Conſcience, as 
buying and ſelling Land, and when God ſhall fet it home 
to every mans Conſcience, he will cry to.God as he doth 
for he ſaith, that ſinneis great; it is Theft, Murthery, Op- 


preſſion; (theearth Is the peoples portion) ſo much as they.” | 
Rand in need of, toralle Food and Rayment; but he ſaith,» F 


do Snonk as ” wo Wn 9, 30. Sn ns be es ee 


— 


I 


Anſim. The Cananites were ingroffers of land , and Ty. 


_ Obj. But Abrahantbought land, | .. 
- Anſiw. It was thenas itis now, he could not have any ''Þ 


We know a man- 


au 
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= (16). wt 
«| behathobtained merey through tenderneſs and love, and 
\ the free Grace of (our God) all mens ARtiohs are to be try= 
| ed by the (Lord God,) that made man; This is mans (fall 
this ishis invention; Wo therefore to the buyers. and ſel- 

fers of the earth; which is not tieirs to ſell; wo to the 

' Cities of the world, that that hoards up Commodities ta 


_- ther; woto you that give honour 'one to-another , and 
F. defraudes the poor, gfou commic fin, therefore throw away, 
'F . your wiſe, covetous worldly, ambitious, proud,envious per= 
'F Fſecuting politick Reaſons, and ſtand ſubmitted ts the Gdd 

-  'of your Fathers and our Fathers , who is the Righteous 


FF heard our Cry, and is coming to judge our Cauſe; and it 
* - fhall fair with you that repents not; asit did withthe Midia< 
$7 pites at the Rock Oreb; The Lord deſttoyed them With his 
"+ Sword), He madea diviſion amongſt them, and they fell 
"| - one uponanother and broke their Ranks and Files $ This. 
= very Sword istupon you, you are divided in the Counſellz. 


# * firiving who ſhall be greateſt) therefore you flye before 
F - him, andcriesfor a King, A plece of fleſh. ke our ſelves, a: 
#” finſullman as we are, none of us can deliver our ſelves out: 
” + of the hands of the King of Kings; it you will nor. let. 
F this King fdeliver you, he will deſtroy you and; them 
that refuſe him andhis Lawes: it were not amiſs it your- 
affeRions be ſo much to fieſhly Kings, you will aJovr that: 
-Family you baniſht out, to {eek hs bread amongſt Rrangers.. 
T0000 |. pound a year , this would he ſomeching like a: 
Chriſtian, This is peace on eatth, and good: will towards. 
”:, .men.) Then ſhould we haye hope of the -Redemption of 
FT. our bodies, andthe Reſtauratien of the Creation ,. (but to- 
= Teturnto our matter.) | EE ra a 
© Obj. But we can forceit upon you, for we have all the Arengths> 
S. © andwealth of the Land { _ T4 ET 0 
| Anſw, We lay, that is too true for itisthe very Caule of 


=  Reaſonsruls you whithare in Authoticyz: | 


. = ff? 


make themſelyes great, and to have honour ons of ano= ' 


Judge, berwixt you and us this day , (for rhe Lord hath 


| © "every heart is deceitfull ( out- witting one another ,- and: 


F . our complaining, for we poor'Cieatures are ruled, as your: 


\ 


(xt) 

Obj. Ob, but wo know you will do any thing for money, efpect. 

ally for them which will pay you beſt Þ | Wh, 
Anſiv. Weknow We ate enſlaved too much bythat Idoll; 

F rhere werenone inthe Land, you. could not buy and. 

F, ſell as you do, and buy allaway-from us , if we had earth. 

li free, we could work and raiſe food and rayment for our. 

- -wWwiyes and children, we are forced to raiſe it for you-too, for- 
you denot work, but buy and ſel} that which others breeds _ 
and plants, and upon your Rents; Oh poor oppreſſed Te. 
nants of Eygland, Conſider how meanly we go, and how 
hardly we taire, working hardall our lives in an Egyptian 
Land! Oh that you would ſpend alittle lefs on your luſts, 
that we poor Creatures might enjoy our ſelves with more - 

lenty. | 
2 Secondly; weſay, the waſt land of Exgland would re: 
deem many millions of foules from their miſeries, if that -_ 
the Nimredsand Covetous Achans , would let go but that 
which doth them no good ; Oh that the Magiſtrates were 

- Vniverſal to help the poor, opening the priſon doores tg 
poor Debtors, and make the rich pay their Debts, and ſettle 
the ending of all Countrey-wayes in all Pariſhes, Hundreds 
and Counties , that every one might plead his owne cauſe 
without appeales, the people periſh for want of kaowledge, 
the peoples Teachers loves their hires better then they do the 
people; andthat moſt of thoſe Hirelings doth aR againſt the | 
very Light of God planted inthem , that which they call 
Conſcienceia others, which 1s that Tender ſeed, Reproving | 
every man, even themſelves, ye call it the witneſs of God in 
every man, Chriſt in every man. Take heed you Teachers of 
Xngland, God made good men which was alway taught] by 

"the Holy Ghoſt to be Rulers and Teachers ( and not wicked 
covetous men, Ignorant and blind men, you blind and ig- 
norant Guides, you teach for moneys, the Kings Image, the 
peoples invention, the mettle will be dear to thee one day, 
When the Lord ſhall make up his jewels, he wilt have none 

of that, ke will have hisown work, that pleaſes him beſt, 
be will have his own Lawes too, Take heed Parliaments, 
Armies, Councels, yea ( you Cities to ) your Baubles will - "FF 
| give F- 


| en) _ 
pive nothing that day (yout Exchange Will be changed) (he 
 willaskfor them which are ſtarved, that they may come to 
the new City, there will be a new City ; whoſe builder is 
. God) and the Ruleris the holy Spirit, (although the world 
hath been out-vying one another who ſhall have the braveſt 
City, ever ſince Cain built his, but you cannotcompare, here) 
| itis goodto be Citizens there, the Infinite rich God is the 
| fifeof thoſe Citizens, ( but in your Cities the poor maintains 


'F* you, your inventions, your lawes, your coynesz) Behold, 


| ' behold this wonder, a Beaſt ariſing out of the Sea ( out. of 
F the people, with two hornes like a Lambe, her Civil Go» 
yernment and her Religious Government, but he ſpeaks like 


| * a Dragon) what means the cryeselſe ? which is, Blood; 


| blood,Death, death, Ruin, ruin! Oh fearfull Cryes, which 
'' all hearing eares hear.) Oh you have got a New Name for 


your Bretheren ( as that) Fayatick is not Fanetich Fantaſticky, 
_ + and a Fantazemetoo., But, pray tell us who are they that 


' ſtands by ? pray askthem, it they have obeyed their Makers 

 Lawes 2 -Whether Gods Lawes, or mans lawes rules them 2 
 Whoſoever obeyes man more then God,is a Faratick. Behold, 
behold, what a multitude there is of them in all Corners, we 
are aſhamed toſee 6 hear them in their carriages & ſpeechesy' 


LE, eſpecially in Cities, they are neverquiet, What wopld they, 
- . have, have they not the Cream of the Land,do they'not ride 
| the Creationto death. Oh how it groanes in all places ofthe 


landznay all prop over? Oh bluſh for ſhame & do np more ſor 
fear you Cities of the world periſh; as ſome went in 


Eondon-lireet, it was ſpoken by ſome that they would have 


a King, Lords and Biſhops again, and that every Parliament 


_ - manſhould be hanged, Oh how wickedneſs raignes every. 
- Whereto fulfill their Juſt, Rend & Tear With their tongues, 


anddo miſchief with the hands, now you divide by pute 


-* ringthe Cavaliers and Fanaticks together; and the other are 
4 the goodpeople, and they muſt rule over theother, we are 
troubled to ſee your confuſions , you haſten the deſtruRion 
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A {tp words to the lofty ſpirits __ ſetkei greatmeſs befors. * 


"JP Hereis but three Lawes, the Iawes made by men ; it- 
- -& they agree not with theſe three lawes they ate wick« 
ed and diabolical Jawes; the two firſtare Gods lawes. The © 
firſt is obedience to Godzand the ſecond is loye to our N eigh- © 
bours, There is,glory to God on high, on eatth peace, good 

Will towards men, &c. (Obey) Submitto thar Witneſs of . 

, Godin you,and in all fleſh; it is witneſs,the inward power, / 
' _ grace, ſeed, Chriſt in you, the onely EleR ſeed ; for-Chriſt 
1s the Ele& of God, that Tender ſeed in every one of us is 
the Elec ſeed. Behold the great Myſterie, the Corner-Rone, 
the Conſcience of every man is Gods Throne, ' here the 
Judgement upon the Throne. Chriſt the brightneſs of his 
Father, inlighten you in darkneſs, and this light is life, if you 
, obey. To this Seed the promiſe of Eternallife belongs unto, 
| Rand ftill, and ſee the Sentence (if the Life be in you, it is a 
witneſs-initſelf,- and you ſhall feelit, work your” wills to 
Jubmit to Gods will; you will Thruſt out Reaſon, and ſub. 
Mitfreely, Tt is Gods preneminency to. judge all that is not 

| bf his own begetting by the Holy Ghoſt the ſpreading of 
the brightneſsof God.) Take heed of refuſing his Teach. ... 
-Ings in you, which moves, unleſs you beſealed upto De- 
Kruction , then when ſuch a one dyes without obeying, 
freely without Conditions. Then the Seed ariſes and fits 
on the Throne, and rules, and turnes the ſinner into bis own 

* Hlthineſs. Behold bur condemnation js of our ſelves , we 
will preſs down the ſecond Birth, and cheriſh the firſt birth, 

_ that whichis the world, the fleſh and fin): for you ſee 
plaiply« obedience in love without making conditions for. 2 
ourſelves is all our duties, Take heed of perſecuting that + Þ= 
Teed here, Take heed how any perſecute the ſeedgf God in - 
them which reproves for fin) which in all, onetime or other . 
ſpeaks in them, and to them. And know all men; you cannot __ 
extinguiſh that light of God in you, and if you embface it 
not , it will condemn you 6tzrnally for your ſo rebelling 3 
againſt.) 1, > Roe 
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_ kinds, take heed you Rulers, 


(14) 

2. Gods lawes is brought forth in nature to every mans 
Fighr, every thing takes care obiiaW@ung according, to their 
| rnarmvne periſh through your 
'negleR, if any poor creature periſhand is ſtarved to death, 


'or wants any thing' which they have need of,t hat then there 
is rebellion againk the law of nature , the whole Creation 


ws 


3 roancs by-your oppreſſions, and is ready to riſe up againſt 


oth Rulers and Teachers, for it is now, the oppreſſour, 


- (zgainſt the oppreſſed, and thats the word. 


'*-3, The law of-the Nation( the good of every manis the 
law oof the Nation,) Behold Oh man, how we all ſtand 
ouilty before God and men of the breach of this law alſo, let 
*usgive glory to God by taking ſhame to our ſelyes; for we 
are all found Rebels againſt theſe three lawes,, (Gods law, 


E Natures law, and the Nations law,) Theſe three.Lawes are 


righteous lawes, che wit of man cannot alter them, they 
have been preſtdown}'but now is rifing upon all fleſh, we 
10 the guilty-of the Nations, this is Englands ſettlement, Eng- 
tands lawes, the Engliſh mens Birtheright , this is the threg- 
fold Corde. I | ALE end wy.” 
Therefore, you that oppreſſe, you thatperſecute, you that 
kill with your hands, and wounds with your tongues, and 
ſpits fire like the fire of hell out of your moutheg, and drives 
the people out of one place to another, and divides husbauds 


_ an wives, that deftroyes whole Families to have your 
_ own wills and luſts, Chriſt the ele of God is come to Rex 
ſtore, Redeem and raiſe up himſelf, and now is a Standard in 


England, which will ſtand in deſpight of all perſecuting ſpi- 


wits, whichnow begin to hunt the people from place.to 
place: where is peace on earth,and good wiſltowards-men? 


Oh rebell not againſt the Meſſage ſent of God by the Ange], 


[+ eventhe Angel of his Covenant (_Chri#t ## you the hope 0 'gle- 
[#=.9.) Oh Bretheren, where have you been all this while 
1 groping; now you appear vifibly to be wanderers , deceit= 
38: full, covetous, proud boaſters, loyers of the world C | 


0 Le . 


(23) 
ppptians ſet Task-maſters oyer them, and allied them with 
burthens to bring them Tuaggſures , and to build Ciries, as Py. 
'thon a0d Raamfſes, &c.'Bebold you dark Angels, how you- 
-have invaded Gods lawes, Natures lawes and the peoples 
Birth-right by your inventions, go on, be that ® filthy, let him 
be filthy (till; do your worſt, the Lord God, will find you. 
out, {for he is ſearching for you all) and if you will not jnb« 
'mitro his Government, which hath no end, he will-deſtroy 
you, your Lawes, your Traditions, your Cities, your Kings, 
+your Princes, your Rulers, and he will Rule, for he is now 
upon his Throne, and will judgethe Nations of the world 
. "to:purpoſe,c#c. - Tou debate about faitli and worſhips, and 
-according to- your reaſons you erect forms, -and then you 
make lawes to compell the people to obey your lawes., fo 
you fit upon the Waters as Queen, you ſay it is the Pope, but 
_ wee ſayitis wickedneſs Raignes, his name is full of blaſ- 

.-phemies againſt Godand Chriſt, an@his lawes and govern- 
'« ment; and againſtallthe people in whom the Lord appears 
--xortiſe in, Beit knownunto you, heat your Furnace never 
ſohot, we will obey the Lord God, and Chriſt in us and 
_ his Eawes that weare to be judged by : we declare we are 
judged, and-we have ſubmitted to Chriſts Government, and 
we cannotſubmit to the government of Antichriſt; for we 
-: krnow'and' declare to you, that God accepts nothing of 
 filchineſs andſinne, he eventhe God of our Fathers accepts 
-onely what he himſelf begets, for he is pure, & that which 
'he accepts mult be pure, and of his owne begetting. There- 
fore ' we'will not obey that which begets filthineſs and fin, 
away with your Idols and your Idoll-worſhips, your will- 
worthips; take away your Traſh, your beggerly Rudiments 
from before the peoples faces ( and from before the face of the: 
Tudge which fits upon the Throne, evenin every one that , 
_drawes breath ; and this Righteous Tudge calls for his Wit- 
neſs,which is placed in every inan, (you Egyptians denyzit if 
- you'can} the Lord will make it good, and proveit to your 

fs andthat ere long he hath a Moſes hid in the Flaggs,and 


 millionzin the Ruſhes, and he will hew his Power & make 1 


 barehis pure Arme, (although wecall the wozld Oppreſ- } 
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| | (16) 
- ſours and Tyrants and Foyptians which are black, dark An- 
gels, yet we wait fot their cleanſing, & that the Lord Chrift, 
which is meant ( God manifeſt in the fleſh to ariſe in them.) 
forthe bodiesare the graves Chriſt lies buried in, and covered 
with dirt, the peoples Iuſts, and when this Lotd Chriſt ſtirs, 
then luſts and the lovers thereof cannor abide to fee their 
judge, and toler him judge their ſinnes and rule them : Wo 
£0 you that flyeirgm the Lord God your Life, he will over- 
take youere long, he hath one Meſſenger will overtake all 
fleſh ({ Death ) you lofty ones how will you eſeape ? you 
Eccleſiaſtical powers, you civil powers, you are near a kin, 
that makes the Clergy hang like burrs upon the civil Magi- 
+ ſtrates Coats and Cloaks, begging for lawes, to be made to 
_ ſervetheir Turns; ſaying, the Goſpel will periſh if Tithes 
be not eſtabliſht, or ſome thing as good as it in a certaine 
WayeOh bluſh for ſhame, why do you tempt the Parliaments 
and Magiltracy for your ownends ? Do you or any man 
think the Goſpel to depend on mens lawes, or upon Gods 
lawes. lacob bleſſed Ephraim the youngeſt with the beſt of 
Bleſſings. We declare, that Eternal life belongs to the youn 
and Tender Seed , not to the firſt birth, bur tothe ſecon 
Birth, Chriſt in you the bope of Glory. Do not preis it down, 
hearken when it ſpeaks in you, for the promiſe of Eternal 
life belongs tothe EleR ſeed, &c. (in zou) and moreto this 
\. wefſay, thatthe law of nature is to preſerye any thing ac- 
cording to the kinds, this is to be meant in Gods order , and 
' notaccording to mens Will and reaſons, For we ſay, mens 
wills is a crooked Rule, and cannot any way draw a\ ſtrait 
line by a crooked Rule, the very cauſe of our complaining 
this day, is againſtoppreſſion which ſtrikes at the whole man; 
but alittle ro ſhew the errours, Why ſhould not. mens bo- 
dies in which Chriit dwells be better lookt after. There is 
much talk of Common law,yet the praiſes of it ſaith, there 
- is noequity 1n it {thenit can be no good law.) Law is equi- 
ty; pray from whence is that which hurts, deſtroyes,, and 
murders people 1n their livelyhooUs that they cannot be hap- 
Py in their outward ſtate, be it leſs or more. Take heed Par- 
liaments, Armies apd Counſels,. herein you claim your Go- 
| C2 : Vernment 


| a | 
yernment totule the outward viſible world, Here is your 
Standard you areto be bounded by , eyen theſe three lawes 
mentioned. Do not the people find there is. no equity in the 


praiſe of the law ©. We do wonder that ſuch are nor aſla. 
med to ſay there is no equity in-law, Indeed it appearesſ6, 

for iri the very Courroet Equity, wheh a'cauſe. depends-40 
\yeares ahd 400 orders madein it, back ward and fot ward, by 


thattime-either Plantiff or Defendant is dead, or both un- 
done, althoughthey do their beſt,for the Lawyers have four 
Harveſts ina yearc, but the people have but one Harveſt to 
live by, (it is no hard queſtion ro refolye). To know whes 
ther the praiſe of the Law, or the Sword hath Ruined 
moſt Families? Wo to you Lawyers, wo'to you Scribes 8 
Phariſees. (Indeed I was ſhewed a young Student in Law, 


” 


afid'one did highly cry himup, for that he had made a Book. 


of the Lawes as big as the Book of Martyres, 1 told my 
friend I-ſaw no cauſe foxit) for the praftiſe of the Law 
arid the-poor of the Nation, is the ſhame of the Nation but 
theſe things ſuits well wita Cities, for they live out of Gods 
_ order, living clearely in inventions, for which they have the 
Image of a King,&c. to buy and ſell withall( and ſo by out- 


witting one another by their Reaſons, and pleading they 


get moneys, wealth, honour, and domineer oyer their Bre- 
therenz and Rules with rigour contrary to the Law of God, 


Natute and Nations.) Behold now, behold England in her. 


oppreſlions, devouring one another. 'The r2 Tribes divided 


theLand of Canzanby Lot, Numbers 34. 13, Reubin and Gad 


came to Moſes, they would be graizing their Cattel, but pray 
read'what Moſesſatd to them in the 32 of Numb. ver. 5.6. 
ſaith Moſes, Shall your Bretheren go to warre , and 5$ball you ſit 


here? why. do yee diſcourage the Children ef Iſrael from going. 


over into the land the Lerd hath given them? Now how theearth 
'Wasto' be poſteſi, and ſo was to continue, Read Numb. 27. 
and. confiderit well,it was a complaint made (by Zelopbehad) 
«nd the Lord taught Moſes, and Moſes taught the people) The 
Daughters of Zelophehadſpake right. (Now take heed) how 
you bring in your Reaſons :' Though England is as Sheep 
without a Shepheard, the Lord God of. all ſpirits will le 

| | the 
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| the Ewsbig with young, and teach his people himſelf ; he 


- will cruſt: man no more, but his Iochaghs ," he will lead; 
- 'andtheſe Iothuabs hall Rand before the people that they rebel 
not againſt the Lord; As the Lord did then fo will he do 
now, he willſet aman; in whom is his Spirit,, who ſhall take 
Counſel 'of God, afcer'the judgement of #rim before the 
Lord, ( at his word they. «hall go out) and at bis word hey shalt 
comein, Ver. 21. . | CSS | 
. Oh man, rhy.government is upon thy own ſhoulders, rule 
well thy. ſelf and thou art well, rule ill and thou art ill; thy 
| government is within thee, and thy Goyerneurs rebel not: 
| Moſes ;made ten.lawes,, but indeed there is but two chicf 


"| things inthem commanded: duty to God, and duty'to mah. . 
' Now there was farther Declarations, as corruptions encrea- 


ſed: before theearth was bought or ſold; there could be no 
treſpaſs of Cattel; Betore there was Landlords, there was no 
taking the peoples goods for Rents: Before there was Ci> 
ties, there needed not Walls.and gates. Cain built the firſt we 
' read of,'a murtherer, a fugitive; then Tubal Cain an Artificer . 
in Braſs and Iron, &c. Juball the father of ſuch aFhad +kill in 
Harps and Organs, Cities mirth and madnefs is together to _. 
ſtiruplults in youti : after this their inventions which was 
mans fall, God ſaw that they fell into ſfinne that he drowned 
them in the Flood, (For ſome began to call upon the name 
of the Lord ) thatis, 1t may be the cunningſt men they cry=- 
ed 1p, and called themſelves by the Name of the Lord , ſack 
wete the finnes, and ſuch are the finnes of this Age. Then: 
. after the Flood, came Nizxrod that mighty Hunter, he began 
to bz a mighty one in the earth (the beginning of his King= 


dom was Babell, Gen. x0.10. Then Asber he went out of that. 


- Jand, there was great Cities built, Many Hunters there hath 
been, and now is ſome hunting for coſtly Crownes, Others. 
|. after monies, Oh the Achans and 4habs, But theſe are plain» 
| lyſeen, but there is finer Spun-threds) meer hypocrites; but 
 Balaam ſhall be juſtified before ſuch, (for he would ſay no- 


4 A thing, but that the Lord put into his mouth to ſay.) Olryou: 
"WM Teachers and Rulers, you preſs down the people, the ofi- 
Þ ſpriogot God which is Chrilt in them, Oh be aſhamed of in, 


C 3. that: 


_ ty) 
that the fleſh of your fleſh, and bone of your bone lies in pri. 
ſons (tarving and pining to death, will the owner of them 
people take it kindly at your hands, which ſhould have ru» 
Jed better? | | 
-Toreturnto our preſent matter : We poor-Creatures are 
deſirous that you who are of publick ſpirits in all places, you 
. will plead ourcauſe againſt thoſe Oppreſſours, which pleags 
againſt us. It is our necellity that conſtrains us, we have no 
evil deſignes but to live, that ſo we my not be ſtarved to 
death: We will neither be Tumultuous or Incendiaties, we 
being poor, the Lord open your hearts to plead for us, that 
Wwe periſh notin a plentifull land, that we may taſte of your 
bounty, and help us to ſtock it with Sheep, Cowes and 

Hoggy, and when we have dreſtit, you will lend us Corhe 
to ſow it, we doubt not of Gods bleſſings , while wee ate 
4ound in well-doing; we hope it will be no evil to be in» 
duſtrious in breeding ſtock and planting the earth. Wepray 
you that hath power, defend us from the malicious, that 
ſhall goabwat to hinder ſo good a work, and. the wiſe God 
leſs all thoſe that pleads our cauſe; and is willing to defend 
us, and aſſiſt us in ſo greata work, Which will tend mainly 
torelieve the poor miſerablecreatures, and give a light to 
the ſettlement of the whole Nation) unleſs God hath defign» 
ed to ruin it ( which, God forbid.) : 


———. 
—— . 


if Paper from & poor Creature coming unto m y hands, I thought good 
to publish, it is in $8 Queries, 


Is \W,V4 Hat prefit hath you poor had, now have, orexpea 
__.* * to have by the Commons of Enfield Chace, in the 
, condition they are in,.have beenin, and is like to bein * 

'2., Whether it is not better to have it improved for the | 
good of yolir wives and children, we mean the x500 acres, 
_ .andleaveoff your Tumultingy, and doing hurt ro che Com- |. 

mon-Wealth above 50ool. and two men being ſlain, whoſe 

blood cryes ? | pF 7 
3. Whether if you have a Cow, you had rather goa miles 
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| ©... $6) 
.ertwo toſeek her , andnotto find her, neither morning 
norevening, ot have her brought home to your door by the 
Herdſman?  _ 2 
4. Whether you had better Raiſe ſtoyer for your Cattel 
to keep them in Winter, or to buy 1t of your Landlords at 
. deat Rates £ | Es 
- 5, Whether you had rather pay Rents for your owne 
Commons, to maintain your Landlords in wealth, eaſe and 
plenty, orto live comfortably in your own Cottage on the 
Commons, and pay no Rent at all ? 3 1 
6. Whether you think it better preferment, to have your 
children look after your Cow, or fetch a bundle of wood, or 
to be learning honeſt handy-craft to get a livelyhood, with- 
out being enl{laved for yeares, and give manies too? © 
7. Whether you think that thoſe Rich men , which ani- 
mated you to throw down the Fences and Ditches , did it 
for you or your Poſterities good, or for their own.ends; you 
could do your ſelyes no good to hurt others, and be ſo ready 
to fight for them which oppreſles you ( it will be better, the 
poor will not fight one againſt another) and others to go- 
away Wi:h the benefit ? OE ow 
8. Whether you had rather continue in ſlavery tothe Op» 
preſſour, or to be free from their Tyrannie) and be behold- 
ing to them to do their drudgery, when they pleaſe you may. 
ſerve, when their turnes are ſerved , orto do your owne.. 
work fitſt, and theirs when you havetime ? ” | 
Ask your Neighbours, your Wives and Childrenthis que- 
ſion, and iet your own heartsreſolye you. | 
The Rich hath their priviledges by the peors Right in- 
Commons, why ſhould the poor be enflayed by that which-- 
is their owne Right? | | | 
The Rich hath alwayes ſtrove under the pretence of the 
poors Right, and hath gathered monies of the poor to main- - 
tain the Commons; but the Conſequence was, their ayme 
and end) was alwayes for themſelves, 


T here for my ſelf do declare tothe whole world, and all- 


”. menthatcan hear and underſtand me; that had notthe Lord 


God 
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God bleſſed for eyer, made me to ſpeak, I had been dumb; 
and how 1 have withſtood his ſpeaking in me, often water. 
ing my Couch with my tears, the Lord having been aboye 
8 years working upon my ſpirit, and now am ſealed. by a_ 
Power from above, being taught beyond your expeRations, 

- countingall things but droſs that'the will of my Lord God *:; 
might be.done, Therefore I am'to him ſubmitted, breaking © 
through difficulties and dangers; having ſuffered ever ſince © 
I was a child, and am threatened to be fired add kild|, be- 
Ing counted a mad man, ſcorned and Reproached, which 
Hath heretofore troubled me, being forced toloſe my-eltate,- 
and to be cheared, and to be made poor; but-now it is my 
Joy and Rejoycing to-bear the hand of the Lord; the Lord 
is my witneſs, that T ſeek their good that would ruine me: 

I am brought to that paſs, that I haveno ſpirit to at for my -. 
ſelf; that my dear Wife and friends ſeemes to condemn me, 

Burl, by the Lord Gods goodneſs am made more then Con« 
querer, therefore will I praiſe my God for ever and ever, and 
If T'periſh I periſh, I have ſpoke what I have been com- _ 
manded to ſpeak (itis in much love from me to you), and © 
for the oppreſſed ſake I have ſpoak: I want Eloquence ro 
ſet it out amongſt you learned ones 2 if you cannot eat of 
this food, being fick in the head, and all the joynts full of 
the Gout ) yet there are ſome pickings, that will do you 
good ; and I dare boldly ſay, Cure you of all your Diſeaſes, 
Repent before the Decree come forrh. Oh Parliaments, 
Armies and People, the Lord will break you in-pieces, if 
you. will not let him Raigne (and that with willingnefs 
'xoo.) I am in love with the Creation of God ; learn that 
'Leſfon, and tearn to die that you may live: 


William Coyn: 


